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Spring is here, and while the weather is improving, 
unfortunately COVID-19 is still with us, so as of right 
now, our Sierra Club outings are still on pause until 
July, per national Sierra Club rules. Hopefully, we will 
soon be able to schedule some hiking, biking, and kay-
aking outings so we can begin enjoying the outdoors 
together again.  

Last week, President Biden hosted a global Climate 
Summit and pledged to halve the United States’ Green-
house Gas Emissions by the end of the decade. This is 
obviously a very ambitious target, but while the federal 
government has repeatedly dragged its feet on climate 
issues, many states, including New York, have already 
begun aggressive steps to reduce their carbon output, 
providing models for the nation as a whole.      

New York’s Climate Leadership and Protection Act was 
signed into law by Governor Cuomo in 2019, commit-
ting the state to reduce its Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
85% by 2050, with a goal of 70% renewable energy in 
2030 and 100% zero-emission electricity by 2040. To 
help meet these goals, the state legislature is currently 
considering the Clean Futures Act.  I would encourage 
all our members to educate themselves on these issues. 
More information can be found at https://atlantic2.sier-
raclub.org/content/legislation or by contacting Allison 

Considine at allison.considine@sierraclub.org.  

Another important issue that the Atlantic Chapter and 
the Long Island Group have been involved with is ad-
vocating that the Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) 
become a public power utility.  Last month, the ExCom 
of our Long Island Group endorsed a letter by our Ener-
gy Chair Gail Payne to LIPA’s Board of Trustees, which 
is currently considering municipalization of the power 
grid.  The ExCom believes that municipalization will 
result in more accountability, better service, and lower 
power rates. Again, I encourage all of our members to 
educate themselves on this issue.  
 
Finally, I have some disappointing news to share. Our 
lawsuit that many of you have been following to force 
the state to conduct a proper environmental survey of 
the work to be done at Hempstead Lake State Park has 
failed, and the project is going to move forward with 
what we believe will be both an unnecessary, and en-
vironmentally destructive removal of hundreds of trees 
at the park.  The campaign to stop this project was led 
by Dr. Charles Bevington, and a more thorough expla-
nation of the issues regarding the fight over Hempstead 
Lake State Park can be found in an article by Linda 
Lombardo in this newsletter. 

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
by Tom Ward

PRO ENVIRONMENTAL NEW YORK STATE BUDGET
by Jill Weber

The New York State Legislature passed a budget on 
April 3rd that includes a number of pro-environment 
policies which have been long advocated by the Si-
erra Club. The budget includes $3 billion for the Re-
store Mother Nature Environmental Bond Act which 
supports green jobs, water quality improvements and 
sustainable infrastructure projects. The bond act aims 
to spend 35% of the funds on projects to benefit under-
served areas of the state, and will go to the state voters 
for approval in the November 2022 election. A fully 
funded Environmental Protection Fund of $300 million 
invests in water and land preservation and recycling 
enhancements. Also included is funding for the Clean 
Water Infrastructure Act, building on funding in 2017 

of $2.5 billion with an additional $500 million for 
improving sewer systems, water treatment plants and 
lead pipe replacement. Other budgeted items include 
$110 million for state park capital improvements, 
and investments in mass transit ($100 million over 
5 years). The budget also includes the creation of a 
green jobs tax credit for jobs which lead to the expan-
sion of green economy businesses. Other highlights 
include the permanent banning of hydrofracking and 
a ban on the distribution and use of styrofoam. New 
York is taking a leadership role in demonstrating that 
projects which support the economy can also fight 
climate change.
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WATERFOWL ABANDONMENT:
AN ANTHROPOGENIC DISASTER FOR 
NATIVE & NON-NATIVE BIRDS ALIKE

by John Di Leonardo
Every year, hundreds—if not thousands—of domestic 
ducks and geese are cruelly and illegally abandoned to 
the wild on Long Island, often following school hatch-
ing projects or Easter photoshoots. Now that many 
schools are going virtual and gatherings are limited, 
you might think this wouldn’t be an issue during a 
pandemic, but suburbanites have found new reasons 
to purchase and abandon these animals. Citing an egg 
shortage, some are “panic buying” baby birds like they 
did toilet paper, not realizing that ducklings won’t be 
mature enough to lay eggs for six months after pur-
chase. Others say they thought the birds would break 
the monotony of isolation, but with many people going 
back to work, they can no longer give these animals the 
care they need.

It’s a huge problem, and the impact on local ecosystems 
is serious. In 2020 alone, my organization Long Island 
Orchestrating for Nature (LION) rescued more than 
one hundred domestic ducks abandoned in the town of 
Hempstead, despite fowl-keeping being illegal in the 
municipality—as it is in all Nassau municipalities with-
out obtaining a special exception from a Town Board. 
Many of these birds were sick and injured, with broken 
or deformed legs and wings. They suffered from frost-
bite, fungal and bacterial infections, and were riddled 
with parasites. This is not only tragic for the birds, it 
can also be disastrous for ecosystems.

Just like our farmed animals, ducks and geese were 
domesticated by humans thousands of years ago. Years 
of selective breeding have produced animals vastly 
different from their wild counterparts, both physiolog-
ically and psychologically, just like dogs and wolves. 
Domestic waterfowl depend entirely upon the care of 
humans to survive. Bred for either egg or meat produc-
tion, they have large bodies and small wings, rendering 
them flightless and unable to escape predators or find 
open water when ponds freeze.

They also lack the survival instincts of wild birds; 
many were raised in incubators and never learned even 
limited skills from their mother. When abandoned on 
ponds, they do not know how to forage for naturally 
occurring food and often starve to death. They are rou-
tinely attacked and killed by predators, including rac-
coons, foxes, snapping turtles, and cruel humans. Most 
die within the first few days of being dumped. If they 
make it until winter, they face diminishing natural food 
sources and frozen ponds and cannot migrate to find 
water. These abandoned animals often become frozen 
in place on the ice -- those who don’t freeze to death or 
are attacked, die of dehydration or starvation.

Continue on Page 3
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HEMPSTEAD LAKE STATE PARK – HUMAN EXCEPTIONALISM, 
WHEN NATURE LOSES ITS BATTLE, WE ALL LOSE

by Linda Lombardo
“Hempstead Lake State Park, one of only two 
NYS-designated Important Bird Areas (IBA) in Nassau 
County, and the only one consisting of woodlands and 
freshwater wetlands, is critical to the survival of bird 
populations.” 

For the past three years, this Long Island ecosystem 
has also been at the center of an intense battle between 
New York State’s $125 million Living with the Bay 
Resiliency Project and local environmental groups like 
Long Island Sierra Club and South Shore Audubon who 
understand Hempstead Lake State Park’s vital role in 
the environment.  

We learned recently that we lost this fight to continue to 
work for further study of the area and the impact of this 
project on both humans and Nature. In fact, as I under-
stand it, work began in the park even before the court’s 
decision was made that the project may move forward 
as planned. 

Now that we’ve lost this battle for Nature, our commu-
nities in the area, and Long Island’s environment, how 
do we bear witness to these trees and all the wildlife in 
these wetlands and woodlands areas that will be de-
stroyed and displaced? What happens when ecosystems 
are cut off from one another?  

To read the full article, please go to: 

As a newly-elected Executive Committee Board mem-
ber, I was filled with the intent to do good for both 
people and Nature. The Living with the Bay Resiliency 
Project, which I’ll describe in detail in just a moment, 
was already an issue when I took my seat on the Ex-
ecutive Committee and immediately felt I was here to 
serve the rights of Nature in this $125 million project, 
initiated by the Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 
for the area that we know and love as Hempstead Lake 
State Park and the surrounding communities, some of 
which are considered environmental justice communi-
ties. 

A good place to start is: what is an environmental 
justice community? One of Sierra Club’s intentions 
is that “... we [the club] intend that … the natural and 
human environment should be restored to the benefit of 
all people and for other living things, and their future 
generations; and that no community should bear dispro-
portionate risks of harm because of their demographic 
characteristics or economic condition.”

An environmental justice community is one that is dis-
proportionately impacted by climate change and pollu-
tion. It is a community where both environmental and 
socioeconomic stressors may act cumulatively to affect 
health and the environment. 

As for Hempstead Lake State Park, the South Shore 
Audubon Society defines it in the following way: 

When introduced into nature, non-native species disrupt 
natural ecosystems, which rely on the migratory behav-
ior of wild ducks and geese and the natural recovery 
period that comes with their absence. They can also 
spread disease to native species. Should these domestic 
ducks and geese breed with wild birds, their offspring 
will likely be flightless as well, further disrupting the 
ecosystem and exposing the young to the same dangers 
as their domestic parent. The National Park Service has 
noted that “threats from invasive species play a critical 
part in [the] loss of native biodiversity,” and recognizes 
that invasive species frequently “start out as pets.”

For these and many other reasons, fowl abandonment 
is a crime, punishable by a year in jail, a one-thousand 
dollar fine, or both. Abandoning a Muscovy duck also 
violates a federal order in addition to state law. 

Community members can protect domestic and wild 
birds alike by reporting sightings of domestic water-
fowl in public parks and waterways to local SPCAs 
and rescue organizations like LION who rehabilitate 
and find reputable homes for abandoned birds and can 

guide you on how to help them yourself.
If your child’s school is holding a hatching project or 
you hear about someone who is considering buying a 
duckling for Easter, please speak up. There are few hu-
mane ends for these animals: Those sent back to hatch-
eries are often killed right away and municipal shelters 
in Nassau do not accept fowl. Even upstate sanctuaries 
are bursting at the seams.

The best way to avoid having to place these baby birds 
is by remembering that they are not science experi-
ments or Easter photo props. They are thinking, feeling 
individuals, and, just like dogs or cats, require lifelong 
care. Domestic ducks can live 10-15 years with proper 
care and the oldest domestic goose lived to be a few 
months shy of 50.

To get involved in efforts to rescue waterfowl in your 
community, contact John@humanelongisland.org.

About the Author:
John Di Leonardo is an anthrozoologist, a New York 
State-licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator, and president of Long 
Island Orchestrating for Nature (LION).
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